The Mission of Project Salvador is to support the people of El Salvador in implementing their own vision of
justice. We express our solidarity and deepen our relationship with El Salvador by creating awareness in the
United States of the plight of the marginalized in Central America and by supporting grassroots community
development through funding of projects in El Salvador and marketing of fair trade crafts in the United States.

Visit our website at www.projectsalvador.org
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Project Salvador Turns 25 Years Old!
Come celebrate with us!
When: November 5th, 2011 at 6PM
Where: St. Dominic’s Church (where it all began),
3053 West 29th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

What: Service by Father Jim Barnett followed
by a delicious potluck dinner
(the potluck at our 20th Anniversary celebration was out of this world)!

Please bring: a dish to share.
Event Features: slide show, silent auction,
craft sale, 25th anniversary T-shirts

Help us turn this landmark year into a year of great
support for the people of El Salvador!
·

Donate gifts of goods and services for our silent auction

·

Consider making a special 25th anniversary donation to Project Salvador

·

Help us find businesses who would like to sponsor our 25th celebration

·

Help us find restaurants or businesses to donate items to our silent auction.

If you are able to help, please contact Joanne Doyle at joquirkdoyle@aol.com and 303-949-1266.

Please Welcome Our New Crafts Manager
Please welcome Ryan Harry, People of Hope Crafts’ new Crafts Program
Manager. Ryan’s diverse background makes him an excellent fit for the
position. When not working at People of Hope Crafts, Ryan keeps himself
busy running Flicker Bicycles, his custom bicycle manufacturing business.
In the past, Ryan has taught English in Quito, Ecuador and took Spanish
throughout high school and college. He has also worked in the fields of
energy consulting and mechanical engineering. He has a bachelor’s degree in Physics and a master’s degree in Energy and Environmental Policy.
Ryan is originally from the Northeast, but moved to Colorado in 2008 to
enjoy its outdoor pursuits. Ryan’s favorite things to do in Colorado are
biking, rock climbing, running, and hiking. Ryan is very excited to be part of the team at People of
Hope Crafts.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How Do You Celebrate Fair Trade?
65,000 people gathered to celebrate Fair Trade last year on
the second Saturday in May. This year the goal was
100,000!
You might be asking yourself, what can I do to support Fair
Trade? Browse the list of ideas and pick one!
1.) Host a Fair Trade sale for People of Hope Crafts (contact
us for more details)
2.) Take Fair Trade coffee and chocolate to your place of
work and host a coffee break
3.) Host a Fair Trade bake sale by offering products made
with Fair Trade cocoa, sugar and chocolate
4.) Get a group of people together to walk down your
town’s main street and request store owners to provide Fair
Trade products
5.) Host a movie screening of The Dark Side of Chocolate

Once you have chosen what you will be
doing to support Fair Trade, make sure
to post your event on the Fair Trade Resource Network website. Just visit
www.fairtraderesource.org and click on
the Link Up, Events tab. You can also
find events happening around the country!

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR
SUMMER SALE THROUGH SEPT. 30th !

15% OFF ALL ITEMS

Project Salvador Scholarship Program: An overview & update
By Tony Gasbarro, Board Member and Scholarship Coordinator

I finished my service as a Peace Corps Volunteer in El Salvador in October 1998. As I was leaving I realized that I could never say
goodbye and wanted to stay involved with my community. As I pondered as to what I could do the thought came to me that the best
contribution I could make would be to enable the children to continue their education. In my village named La Montañona, with a
population of about 110, it was and still is only possible to get a 6th grade education. So the scholarship program began in 1998 providing
children, who were able to find a family to live with in another community, with enough financial resources to buy school supplies,
uniforms, and food. During that year the program also sponsored one girl who wanted to become a nurse and several high school students
from the town of La Laguna near to La Montañona. In La Laguna there was a convent of Carmelite Missionary Sisters who agreed to
monitor the scholarship students. From a small beginning of 9 students in 1998 the program has grown to about 130 students in March
2011. The program became a part of Project Salvador in 1999. Since 1998 about 320 of our scholarship students have graduated from
high school and 8 have graduated from Universities or post-secondary technical schools. Five of the 8 post-secondary graduates are
gainfully employed. I have not been able to ascertain how many of our high school graduates have found work.
The primary focus of the scholarship program is impoverished, young women from rural areas. About 75 percent of all the scholarship
recipients are women. In rural areas of El Salvador, in families with limited financial resources, the boys are given the opportunity first to
go to school particularly when students enter high school where the families have to provide their children with uniforms and school
supplies and bus fare to distant high schools. Girls are often expected to stay at home to help care for younger siblings, cook, wash and
gather fuel wood. During the last 15 years interacting with rural families in El Salvador, I have noticed that parents have begun to realize
that girls need at least a high school education and are willing to allow them to complete high school if there are sufficient financial
resources.
Project Salvador works with two Salvadoran NGOs, the Carmelite Missionary Sisters, the Sisters of Charity, and two community
leaders to help carry out the program in El Salvador. These organizations help select the students, monitor their progress, and purchase
school supplies, uniform materials, and shoes. In some cases they disburse cash to cover transportation costs and university fees. Never
are the students given a lump sum payment for their scholarship. Small amounts of money are disbursed on a monthly basis. One hundred
percent of the donations received for the scholarship program go to program expenses. Fundraising expenses and administrative services
related to the scholarship program are donated by board members. Our total disbursements this year to the scholarship program in El
Salvador will exceed $80,000. Below is a Table that gives a breakdown of our scholarship student body.
Twice each year I travel to El Salvador and meet with most of the
LEVEL
NUMBER
AVG. YEARLY COST
students either at large regional meetings or through visits to the more
isolated communities. During these meetings we review the student
Elementary
21
$150
grades and talk about developing good reading habits. We bring good
Secondary
68
$250-$400
Spanish literature with us that we check out to the students. Most of the
University or
41
$1800-$3000
kids cannot afford books. Sometimes at these meetings we have guest
Technical School
speakers who give motivational presentations.
It has been only in the past 6 years that we have begun to focus on
providing scholarships for a university education. Just under 90 percent
of the 41 university level students are women. Two of the women have
embarked on an 8-year program to become doctors. One man is studying
to become a dentist, also an 8-year commitment. Other young ladies are
studying in the fields of education, sociology, journalism, social work,
nursing, law, English, psychology, accounting, and public relations. I
mentioned at the beginning that eight students have graduated. They
received degrees in the subjects of forestry, mechanics, accounting, and
physical therapy.
Project Salvador has proudly supported a young lady who is currently
studying for her doctorate in primatology with a scholarship provided by
the German government. We provided a good portion of the funding she
needed to get her Master’s degree. When she graduates she will be the
only primatologist in El Salvador and very qualified for university level
teaching or a position with the Ministry of the Environment.
Education is so important for a better world particularly with regards
to the education of girls. “Some 58 million girls in the developing world
are not in school. Whether or not a girl goes to school can be a life or
death matter. In comparison to her educated counterparts, an unschooled
girl is more likely to be poor, marry early, die in childbirth, lose a child to
sickness or disease, have many births closely spaced and have children
who are chronically ill or malnourished. In contrast, a girl who goes to
school and stays there is much more likely to delay marriage and
childbirth and have fewer, healthier and better-educated children. These
benefits have a ripple effect throughout society as a whole. In fact, if you
Sonia (left) and Johana medical students studying at Alberto keep girls in school you can change the course of a nation.”(Save the
Monsferrer University in San Salvador, El Salvador
Children-2005)

Project Salvador Board & Staff :
Board of Directors: Mary Alice Bramming
(Board President), Kathy Ramirez-Aguilar
(Secretary), Joanne Doyle (Treasurer), Tony
Gasbarro, Patricia Lawless, Evaristo RamirezAguilar, Linda Gottschalk, Christina Redwine,
Erin Kelly
U.S. Staff: Ryan Harry (Crafts Program
Director), Patricia Lawless (Project
Coordinator-volunteer)
Support People: Jack & Susan Corrigan, Craft
Volunteers; Shirley & Roger Gudenkauf,
newsletter mailing; Marie Edgar, Crafts
inventory
Project Salvador Mailing Address:
PO Box 300105, Denver CO 80203- 0105
Email: luchando@juno.com
Website: www.projectsalvador.org
People of Hope Crafts Mailing Address:
3995 Irving St., Denver CO 80211
Email:
peopleofhopecrafts@projectsalvador.org
Website: www.peopleofhopecrafts.org
Tel: 303-964-3488
***Please make an appointment to visit.***

~~~~~~~~~~~~ Mil Gracias! ~~~~~~~~~~~

The board of Project Salvador would like to extend a very large and well-deserved thank you
to Christina Redwine for her years of service to People of Hope Crafts! During this tough
economic climate in recent years, Christina did more than just successfully sell crafts to keep
the organization going, she also came up with innovative ways to save the organization much
needed money. Christina, THANK YOU for pouring your whole heart into your work, and for
your obvious care and concern for the artisans in El Salvador. And THANK YOU for also
staying on as a Project Salvador board member. The board is immensely grateful for your
hard work and on-going contributions to the group!
*******************************************************************
I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT THE WORK OF PROJECT SALVADOR:
______One time donation to cover mailing costs of this newsletter. ($10 suggested)
______Please send me information about People of Hope Crafts and Project Salvador.
______I would like to be a volunteer at the Denver office.
______We would like to arrange for a speaker or video for our church or group.
______I can make a one-time / monthly donation to Project Salvador:
____$10____$15____$25____$50___$100
______I can make a one-time / monthly donation to People of Hope Crafts:
____$10____$15____$25____$50___$100
______I want to be a Proyecto Los Niños monthly donor @ $25/month. Enclosed is
my 1st donation.
______I would like to make a one-time/monthy donation to another project of Project
Salvador (please circle): microlending, scholarships, Center for Arts and Peace, or PICO
community organizing: ____$10____$15____$25____$50___$100
NAME___________________________________________PHONE____________
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________
CITY_____________________ STATE____________ZIP CODE______________
Make checks payable to Project Salvador or People of Hope Crafts.
Project Salvador / People of Hope Crafts, PO Box 300105, Denver, C0 80203-0105

