The Mission of Project Salvador is to support the people of El Salvador in implementing their own vision of
justice. We express our solidarity and deepen our relationship with El Salvador by creating awareness in the
United States of the plight of the marginalized in Central America and by supporting grassroots community
development through funding of projects in El Salvador and marketing of fair trade crafts in the United States.
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Scholarship Student Yesenia Elizabeth Rodríguez
By board member Tony Gasbarro
Yesenia is in her fourth year at the National University of El Salvador in San Salvador studying for a degree in physical therapy.
When not in school she lives with her mother and sister in La Laguna, El Salvador which is a three-hour bus ride from the
University. La Laguna is a small mountain town of approximately 4,000 inhabitants. It is a community composed mostly of
farmers who cultivate small agricultural plots for growing corn and beans.
Yesenia joined Project Salvador’s scholarship program when she was in the 6th grade, 9 or 10 years ago. Her mom had lost her
husband during the country’s recent civil war and could not afford to send Yesenia to school. When I met her at that time it was
very evident that she was exceptionally intelligent. She was at the top of her class in high school and upon graduation was
nominated to give the valedictory graduation address.
She had no trouble getting into medical school to study physical therapy. She is one of the top students in her program and will
graduate in 2010. But that is not the end of the story. Yesenia is advanced enough in her training that she has been allowed to
work in a clinic in her community dedicated to helping the poor in need of physical therapy. She charges $1 for each session just
to cover some of her supply needs. She returns home on the weekends and spends either all day Saturday or Sunday working in
the clinic.
She has become famous in the area because she has been able to help so many people. One day a man who had been in a car
accident was brought in. He could not move from the neck down. She read the hospital records and knew that because of the
nature of the accident she could restore most of his muscular function. So she told him, “If you will have patience with me I will
have you walking within two months.” Within two months he was walking. In another less dramatic case a farmer who because
of an injury lost the ability to use one of his hand visited the
clinic. Within two weeks his hand functioned perfectly. She
has helped many others with less serious problems. People
have walked hours from Honduras to visit her for help.
Yesenia has one year left to complete a practicum. Then she
will have to make the decision to continue to work in her
community or to work in San Salvador where she will get
more experience.
For many young girls, poverty and cultural attitudes prevent
them from attending school and reaching their full potential.
In most cases, all that is needed is a little money to cover basic
school costs. $50/year will significantly help an elementary
school child; a high school child will go to school if she has
$250/year to pay for books, uniforms, shoes and bus fare; and
it takes about $2000 a year to send a girl through college. For
more information write to tonygasbarro@yahoo.com.

Another Enjoyable Visit with the Artisans
By Christina Redwine, Crafts Program Manager
There I was, sitting on the plane anticipating yet another exciting visit with the artisans! The sunset from the window
was just incredible. What a way to start yet another amazing journey!
I was looking forward to spending one-on-one time with the artisans. The first of many stops would be to the town of
Guarjila, located in the northern mountainous region of Chelatenango. During the 1980’s, there was a heavy presence
of the civil war in this town and the hills surrounding. Almost every Salvadoran of Guarjila has an emotional story to
tell of how the war affected them and their loved ones. Today citizens of Guarjila are also banning together to try and
stop Pacific Rim from mining in the hills surrounding their village. If mining does take place, it would compromise the
health of the people and beauty of the village. The struggles continue, but Guarjila’s pride and strength moves forward.
Arriving in Guarjila, the paved highway quickly led to a nice and even dirt road, then to a heavy pot-holed road. We
slowed the truck down and took the pot-holes as they came. We then stopped at a cute, colorful home. As I entered
through the front gate, I was greeted by two puppies who ran to my feet with excitement. Morena, the coordinator of
the artisan group of Guarjila, greeted me with one big “abrazo” (hug).
Almost immediately after arriving, I was offered a meal of Salvadoran food. The meal included rice, beans, vegetable
and meat. I enjoyed the food and conversation equally in the company of Morena and her lovely family.
The next morning we headed to the artisan
workshop. The women were very excited that I
would be working with them that week. I
brought with me to the village a pattern for a new
style wrap skirt and some embroidery design
ideas (top left picture). The women also had
many ideas of their own. Before arriving I
thought I might teach them how to sew this wrap
skirt, but oh boy was I wrong! The women took
the skirt right from my hands and duplicated
another, equally the same (bottom left picture).
What talent!
Upon returning from El Salvador, I am reminded
of the importance that the crafts program has in
the sustainable livelihood of the artisans. All of
the artisans with whom we work always receive
an up-front payment for a placed order, are paid
fair wages, have safe working conditions, and are
provided with building tools and technical
assistance when needed. I truly feel grateful to
be a part of such an extraordinary program.

You can help support the
artisans by shopping online!
www.peopleofhopecrafts.org

New products will be
arriving in the near future!

2009 Presidential Election in El Salvador
By board member Tony Avelar
On Sunday March 15th the people of El Salvador took to the polls to elect a new presidential leader. This would be the
fourth election since the peace agreements of 1992. The Alianza Republicana Nacionalista (ARENA) party, founded
by Major Roberto D’Aubuisson leader of the death squads in El Salvador during the war, ran a candidate who
was the former head of the National Police, Rodrigo Avila. The Frente Farabundo Martí para la Liberación Nacional
(FMLN) party, a former guerilla group, who has been ARENA’s main opposition since the end of the war, nominated a
candidate, Mauricio Funes, who was a party outsider in an attempt to win the presidency for the first time in their history.
At the end of 2008 the FMLN candidate led the ARENA candidate by double digits, a lead that was almost obliterated by
the day of the election due to negative advertisings on the part of ARENA’s most influential members who have close ties
to or are part of the fourteen richest families of El Salvador.
On March 15th, more than 2.5 million people came out to vote and by the end of the day El Salvador had a new president,
Mauricio Funes! Although there were attempts to stuff ballot boxes, the attempts were insufficient to change the outcome
of the election. The FMLN party won the election by three percentage points.
Mauricio Funes is a well know reporter and political pundit who ran on a platform of hope and change, arguing that the
people of El Salvador had given the ARENA party twenty years to change their situation in a country plagued by poverty
and crime. During those twenty years the gap between the rich and the poor has only increased and the crime rate has
sky rocketed. During his campaign, Funes made it a point to emphasize the relationship with the United States
recognizing that the people of El Salvador are so dependent on the 2 million plus Salvadorans living in the United States.
At the same time, Funes emphasized the need for a different foreign policy to improve relationships with other foreign
governments which El Salvador’s previous administrations had isolated to appease the US government.
Despite fears by some Salvadorans that El Salvador would become the next “Cuba” under FMLN rule, in his first
interview as El Salvador’s new president, Mauricio Funes promised the people of El Salvador that he would respect
private property and he would work with the Obama administration to help the Salvadorans living in the United States.
The words of Mauricio Funes appear sincere considering the fact that he met with Democratic leaders during the
Democratic National Convention (DNC) in November in Denver.
Overall, the political scene in El Salvador is undergoing large changes and many would say that democracy in El
Salvador has taken a huge step forward. Despite its wealth, ARENA has lost its position of power not only in the
presidency, but also in the national assembly where the FMLN party also now holds more seats.

President Mauricio Funes

Reaction of two Salvadorans as FMLN win is announced
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~~~~~We Have Moved! Mil Gracias! ~~~~~

Our new home is at Highlands Lutheran Church (3995 Irving St., Denver)!
We are very grateful to Margie & Neil Schliemann for coordinating the
move, and the volunteers who helped do the move. We thank the church
council who graciously gave us new space to support the artisans and
programs of Project Salvador. If you are interested in attending one of their
services or participating in the Northwest Crop Walk benefiting two local
food banks and Church World Services (Sat, Oct 3 at 9AM with soup
afterwards), call 303-477-2031. They are excited to see new smiling faces!

*******************************************************************
I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT THE WORK OF PROJECT SALVADOR:
______One time donation to cover mailing costs of this newsletter. ($10 suggested)
______Please send me information about People of Hope Crafts.
______I would like to be a volunteer at the Denver office.
______We would like to arrange for a speaker or video for our church or group.
______I can make a one-time / monthly donation to Project Salvador
Project Salvador Mailing Address:
____$10____$15____$25____$50___$100
PO Box 300105, Denver CO 80203- 0105
______I can make a one-time / monthly donation to People of Hope Crafts
Email: luchando@juno.com
____$10____$15____$25____$50___$100
Website: www.projectsalvador.org
______I want to be a Proyecto Los Niños monthly donor @ $25/month. Enclosed is
my 1st donation.
People of Hope Crafts Mailing Address:
NAME___________________________________________PHONE____________
3995 Irving St., Denver CO 80211
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________
Email: peopleofhopecrafts@projectsalvador.org
CITY_____________________ STATE____________ZIP CODE______________
Website: www.peopleofhopecrafts.org
Make checks payable to Project Salvador or People of Hope Crafts.
Tel: 303-964-3488
***Please make an appointment to visit.*** Project Salvador / People of Hope Crafts, PO Box 300105, Denver, C0 80203-0105

Support People: Margie & Neil Schliemann,
Jack & Susan Corrigan, Craft Volunteers;
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mailing; Marie Edgar, Crafts inventory; Ashley
Rose Blanchette, Crafts Intern

