The Mission of Project Salvador is to support the people of El Salvador in implementing their own vision of
justice. We express our solidarity and deepen our relationship with El Salvador by creating awareness in the
United States of the plight of the marginalized in Central America and by supporting grassroots community
development through funding of projects in El Salvador.

Visit us at www.projectsalvador.org!

November 2014
Dear Supporters of Project Salvador,
In this season of thanksgiving, the Board of Project Salvador wishes to thank you for your support over our 28 year history. Without
you we could not have continued to provide for the many projects in so many communities in El Salvador.
Because our Board members are very generous with their time, we spend very little of our budget on administrative costs. Did you
know that we have no paid staff? Almost all of your donation goes to supporting projects in El Salvador. The work of our partners in
El Salvador is changing the lives of individuals and communities.
Our Scholarship Program supports students from preschool through medical school. We thank our extremely generous donors
who commit to students throughout their school career. Education not only changes the future for the students but also their
families and their communities.
For the teens in the Plan del Pino community, the Recreation Center (CIJUVEN) developed through our support is an alternative to
gangs. For years you have supported the Proyecto Los Niños Nutrition Program in this community and continue to do so. This
program offers high protein foods for children and the elderly who are on the margins of malnutrition.
Communities of Faith Organized for Action (COFOA) provides community organizing in various communities, helping citizens
tackle problems of water, safety, education, and whatever the community feels is their most pressing need.
The Microlending Project provides low interest loans to women, helping them start or expand small businesses to better provide
for their families. These loans are administered by the local women’s committee who have received training in basic bookkeeping
and administration.
And the list goes on. In this season of thanksgiving, please consider a generous year end donation to Project Salvador.
Sincerely,
Mary Alice Bramming, President

Board members Tony and Erin visiting with
medical school scholarship students.

Sister Isabel in a computer lab for Plan
del Pino’s youth.

Volunteer Phil Marshall from Alaska giving a wood ‐
working workshop at the Center for Arts and Peace.

Meet the Board of Directors!

Scholarship Student Spotlight:
Esperanza Beatrix Alvarenga Aquilar

As in previous newsletters, we continue to feature short bios of
our dedicated board members.

by Tony Gasbarro, Scholarship Coordinator

Linda Gottschalk, Board Member, Longmont, CO

Long‐time board member
Linda Gottschalk

Linda joined the Project
Salvador Board in 2000. She
and her husband Kim have
maintained an interest in El
Salvador for the forty years
since their return from Peace
Corps service in 1969‐71.
Their interest and support for
Project Salvador dates from
the late ‘80s when Patty
Lawless and Fr. Jim Barnett
shared their experiences in El
Salvador during the height of
the civil war.

During her service on the board, Linda has participated in two
Project Salvador delegations and has spoken about Project
Salvador projects at gatherings in Longmont, CO and Santa Fe,
NM. She recently retired as Head of School for a small, not‐for‐
pro[it Montessori preschool in Longmont and serves on the
board of the Montessori Training Center of the Rockies as well
as Bright Eyes Coalition, a group supporting earliest
childhood education experiences in Longmont.

Beatrix with children from her community.

Beatrix has a passion for languages and is majoring in that
subject at the University of El Salvador in San Salvador. She
already has a good command of English. Beatrix is from the
small village of Tepeagua on the banks of the Rio Lempa in the
central part of El Salvador. The small village is off the “beaten
path” and Beatrix needs to take three buses when she comes
home for the weekend. Her father is a farmer and sometimes
earns money from cutting sugar cane. The family is quite poor.
Beatrix is an active member of her community. When she
returns home from school she works with her church’s youth
group teaching them reading, sports, and singing.

Update on Radio Victoria, 92.1 FM
by Erin Kelly, Board Member
Radio Victoria has had a busy year. Their Community Correspondents´ Network has 12 active members who have been
contributing stories to the “En Voz Alta” (Out Loud) news show directly from their communities throughout the year. For Radio
Victoria, the Community Correspondents´ Network has been a great addition to their news team because now their news shows
always include stories that come directly from rural communities, and contain information about problems, achievements, and
activities.
Additionally, Radio Victoria covered both rounds of presidential elections held on
February 2 and March 9. Twenty‐eight staff members worked in the [ield as Community
Correspondents, reporters, producers, and radio administrators. Community
Correspondents were assigned to voting centers across several municipalities and
reported on developments at the polling stations and whether observers were present
to ensure transparency in the voting process. They were trained in the laws of the
Electoral Code by the Supreme Electoral Court prior to the elections, which helped
them to provide informative reports based on the laws of El Salvador. Each Community
Correspondent provided at least 8 reports during the day and stayed to report the [inal
voting results from the Voting Centers in their communities. Radio Victoria had a very
complete electoral coverage with different voices reporting clear, accurate data live
from their communities.

Correspondents providing minute‐by‐minute
election results late into the night.

Project Salvador is continuing to support the important work of Radio Victoria through an additional $10,000 grant that was
awarded to them earlier this fall. The funds will go towards further development of their Community Correspondents’ Network and
Walks to the Communities programs.

Community Organizing in El Salvador
by Tony Gasbarro, Scholarship Coordinator
For several years now Project Salvador has been supporting
community organizing in El Salvador by providing funds to
COFOA (Communities of
Faith Organized for
Action). The most
important objective of
COFOA is the “formation
of leaders conscious of
the values of their faith
who, acting as true
Christians in public life,
facilitate negotiation
and dialog with the
authorities in order to
A young community organizer.
seek solutions to their
problems.” COFOA is helping engage ordinary Salvadorans,
especially youth, to participate in public life in order to bring
about change. Below is an example of a COFOA project.

Sponsor a Scholarship Student
Are you, or perhaps your family, interested in sponsoring a
scholarship student this holiday season?

Meet Dulce Maria Abigail Miranda!
Age: 13
From: San Juan Opico, Department
of La Libertad (25 miles northeast
of San Salvador)
Grade: High School
Cost: $300 per year for 3 years

Dulce Maria is now completing ninth grade and is ready to
begin tenth grade, which is the beginning of high school. She
will be in high school for three years. Once in high school,
unlike elementary school, the students are required to pay
for uniforms, shoes, school supplies and sometimes bus
transportation.
If you are interested in sponsoring Dulce Maria, please
contact Scholarship Coordinator Tony Gasbarro at
tonygasbarro@yahoo.com.

Project Salvador’s ENewsletter!
The completed bridge in Rio Blanco.

COFOA helped the community of Rio Blanco in the
Department of La Paz organize and seek help from the
government to reconstruct a bridge, which would enable
mainly school children to attend school during times of high
water. It took two years of organizational meetings and
petitions to convince the authorities to fund the bridge
project. The dedication of the bridge took place in June 2014,
and about 6000 people will bene[it from this project.

In an effort to lower costs and be more environmentally
responsible, we are now offering to send you Project
Salvador’s newsletter via email.
To subscribe to the electronic newsletter, please send an
email to newsletter@projectsalvador.org
Once we receive your request we will add you to our E‐
Newsletter list and you will no longer receive a paper copy.
Please consider saving a tree and a stamp by subscribing!

Migration of Unaccompanied Minors to the United States
In recent months there have been numerous stories in the news of the “border crisis” and unaccompanied minors making the
perilous journey to the U.S. from Central America and Mexico. The U.S. Department of Customs and Border Patrol reports that as of
September 30th, 68,541 unaccompanied children aged 17 and under crossed the border, with 16,404 of those coming from El
Salvador. According to the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, the overriding factor pushing migrants north is the threat of gang
violence in their home countries, followed by the lack of economic opportunities and access to education. One of Project Salvador’s
scholarship students is unfortunately included in this statistic.

Fatima and Tony in El Salvador

Fatima Miranda was about to enter into her second year studying history at the University of El
Salvador. A few months ago, as she was leaving campus, she was threatened by a member of one of the
notorious gangs in San Salvador. He put a large caliber handgun to her head and threatened her with
death unless she joined the gang. Fatima hurried home to tell her parents and they immediately
mortgaged their home to raise enough money to pay a “coyote” to take her illegally to the U.S. She
made it to some distant relatives who live in the Washington, D.C. area. When she recounted her
journey to Tony Gasbarro, Scholarship Coordinator, she said the trip north through the jungles of
Mexico was the most horrible event of her life, between having to [ight off the snakes and men. Fatima
is now living with family and working as a cashier at a Latin American restaurant in the D.C. area.
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~~~~~~~~~~~~ Mil Gracias! ~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We would like to give a special thanks to all our faithful monthly
donors who send donations year after year, and to our board
members who make sure that your donations are distributed to
the projects in El Salvador.
******************************************************************************

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED:

DONATE:
✴ Make a one‐time donation to cover mailing costs of this newsletter. ($10
suggested).
✴ Make a one‐time / monthly donation to Project Salvador.
✴ Become a Proyecto Los Niños monthly donor @ $25/month.
✴ Make a one‐time / monthly donation to a speci[ic Project Salvador project:
•

Website: www.projectsalvador.org
✴
✴

Schedule your donation on‐line at:
www.coloradogives.org/ProjectSalvador/
overview
If you schedule your donation for Tuesday,
December 9 (you can do this at any time), Project
Salvador will get the extra bene[it of participating in
Colorado Gives Day, including prizes and matching
donations from the Community First Foundation.

✴
✴

Microlending, Scholarships, Center for Arts and Peace, PICO community
organizing, CIJUVEN, or the Fr. Dean Brackley, S.J. Scholarship Fund

Donate new or used laptops for university scholarship recipients.
Donate $125 to cover the cost of an E‐reader to allow students access to
reading materials in areas with no libraries.
Donate your car that we can sell to raise funds.
Include Project Salvador in your will.
Checks can be made payable to Project Salvador and mailed to
Project Salvador, PO Box 300105, Denver, CO 802030105.

HOST A SPEAKER:
✴ Project Salvador is happy to speak to your group about our projects, life in El
Salvador, and related topics.

