The Mission of Project Salvador is to support the people of El Salvador in implementing their own vision of
justice. We express our solidarity and deepen our relationship with El Salvador by creating awareness in the
United States of the plight of the marginalized in Central America and by supporting grassroots community
development through funding of projects in El Salvador and marketing of fair trade crafts in the United States.

Visit us at www.projectsalvador.org!

March 2014

Board Member John Kukankos Visits
El Salvador with Rotarians
by John Kukankos

In August of 2011, I travelled to Washington, DC to attend the :iftieth anniversary of the founding of the Peace Corps. While there, I
reacquainted myself with several old friends who had been in the Peace Corps with me over forty years ago. I had the opportunity to
discuss the Project Salvador Scholarship Program with them, and one friend from Northwest Oregon accompanied me on my next
trip to El Salvador. The visit led to an invitation in 2013 from the Wallowa County, Oregon Rotary Club to make a presentation about
the Scholarship Program. Both the Rotary Club and Rotary International made donations of $2,000 each, and six members of the
Rotary Club and Friends of Rotary accepted my invitation to accompany me on a trip to El Salvador to see, :irst‐hand, the country, its
people, and some of the projects that Project Salvador supports. We arrived in El Salvador on November 2, 2013 and stayed at a
retreat center run by the Salesian Sisters in Ayagualo, just outside of San Salvador and set high in the volcanic Salvadoran terrain.
We spent our nights at Ayagualo and took day trips to various sites throughout El Salvador.
We spent our :irst day at a beach in Eastern El Salvador where the government actually buys turtle eggs back from the people who
harvest them illegally. The eggs are put in an incubation center to hatch and, when the baby turtles are several days old, they are set
free to begin their :ight for survival. The next four days we took day trips to El Progreso, Congo, Sonsonate, San Jose Villanueva, and
Suchitoto. In El Progreso we visited a potable water project that members of the Rotary Club had actually help build over eight years
ago. To my surprise and to everyone's delight, the project was not only still in existence, but well‐maintained and expanding. In the
town of Congo, we met with a group of twelve students entering high school that the Rotary Club is sponsoring with their donation.
We visited with these young women and heard about their dreams and aspirations, and how they valued an education. We heard
about their families and their background. It was a precious several hours.
In Sonsonate we met with other scholarship students, several of whom were beginning their studies in the university. We
distributed some of the used laptop computers that the Rotarians generously brought with them to give to the students. In the
evening, we took another group of university scholarship students to a dinner of pupusas (a fried, stuffed tortilla and local delight)
at Los Planes de Renderos, a popular dining area set high on a volcano overlooking the capital. Again, there were many questions,
laughs, and smiling faces during the dinner. Each of us had to toast something special. It was a delightful meal and a bonding
experience. The next day in San Jose Villanueva we met some friends of mine involved in various projects ‐ potable water, organic
farming, smokeless stoves, and others.
We spent our :inal day in Suchitoto visiting the Women's Center and various women's committees involved in Project Salvador's
Karen Adam’s Microlending Project. We were all impressed by the strength and independence of these women. We also saw the
value of these small loans and observed how the women expanded their small stores, bought fertilizer for crops, a cow to sell milk,
vegetables to sell in the community, and on and on. When we met with these women, we heard their stories and had the chance to
ask many, many questions. They had questions for us as well. When we left, we all hugged one another.
I observed that the Rotarians who came to El Salvador are special people. I was impressed by their ability to observe, to ask good
questions, to learn, and to be humbled. I believe they departed El Salvador transformed by what they saw and focused on how to
help these Project Salvador programs. They did not simply return to Oregon and forget El Salvador. They are now actively engaged in
planning presentations to their own Rotary Club and to other local organizations about El Salvador and Project Salvador in late
January and February. So, something very good has begun.

Scholarship Student Spotlight:
Briseida Lisbeth Martinez Romero
by Tony Gasbarro, Scholarship Coordinator
Briseida is from a very small village called Talnique about an
hour’s drive southwest of San Salvador. She graduated from
high school in 2012 and received a scholarship from Project
Salvador to study tourism in Dr. José Matías Delgado University
in San Salvador.
The region where Briseida lives is called the Cordillera del
Bálsamo; a region of rugged hills famous for the Bálsamo tree
that is much sought after for its medicinal properties. The
region is sprinkled with picturesque communities and coffee
plantations. Community leaders in the region recognize its
potential for tourism development.
Briseida comes from a large family and recently left her family
home to care for her aging grandparents. Her grandfather
passed away a short time ago and Briseida has had to assume
the work of her grandfather who did some of the household
tasks. She also cares for her younger sister. In spite of all of
this, she has retained the passion to attend school.
She is in her second semester at the University and is getting
passing grades. It has taken a bit of time for her to adjust to the
two‐hour commute and the complexity of the big city. Most
rural girls never visit the capital and are overwhelmed by the
crowds of people and the traf:ic. In Briseida’s own words:
“I had to overcome certain obstacles such as leave my home and
take a bus alone, enroll in a career that would require all of my
abilities, get to know people different than me and overcome the
fear that I would be rejected by some.”

Meet the Board of Directors!
As in previous newsletters, we continue to feature short bios of
our dedicated board members.
Mary Alice Bramming, President, Denver, CO
Mary Alice was one of the organizers of Project Salvador 26
years ago and has been involved ever since. She is currently the
President of the Board. Early on,
she visited El Salvador twice
and this solidi:ied her
commitment and passion for
the people of El Salvador.
Mary Alice has experienced,
through the stories of various
board members who regularly
visit our projects, the difference
that our support has made in
their lives. Being able to see this
impact, which combines with so
Mary Alice with Fr. Jim Barnett,
co‐founder of Project Salvador.
many others’ contributions, gives
her the energy to keep on being a part of Project Salvador.

Paperless Newsletters!
Would you like to save a tree and a stamp?
Join our mailing list by sending us an email at
newsletter@projectsalvador.org, and we will send
you the next issue of the newsletter via email!

Briseida is one of the 50 university students being supported
by the Project Salvador Scholarship Program.

An Invitation For All In The Denver Metro Area
Project Salvador is joining St. Dominic Parish, Regis University’s Romero House, and the Romero Theater Troupe
in commemorating the 34th anniversary of the assassination of Archbishop Romero on
Monday, March 24, 2014 at 7:00pm at St. Dominic Church, 29th and Federal, Denver.
There will be presentations showing that Archbishop Romero does indeed live on in the lives of people today.
There will be a presentation about Project Salvador’s work in El Salvador. And, of course, there will be food
and time for celebrating with others who share our passion for El Salvador.
A free will offering will be taken to support work of Project Salvador.
Please join us for this signi:icant celebration.
For more information contact George McHendry at 3034690085 or geogemchendry@aol.com.

EReader Update
by Tony Gasbarro, Scholarship Coordinator
Two years ago a member of the Fairbanks Host Lions Club suggested that we try
introducing e‐readers as part of our scholarship program. I thought that due to the lack
of libraries in El Salvador and the lack of :inancial resources on the part of our
students, e‐readers would be just the thing. Thanks to the generous contribution of our
regular donors and certain members of the Fairbanks, Alaska community we have
been able to send about 25 e‐readers to El Salvador. In fact Board Member Erin Kelly
brought two more e‐readers to El Salvador in February. Each contained over 1000
books in Spanish covering classical literature, both Hispanic and non‐Hispanic, self‐
help books, spiritual books, various versions of the Holy Bible, children’s books and
stories for teenagers.
How are these books being used? The leadership in most of the communities that has
received these electronic books has decided that an e‐reader will be checked out to a
student for a month after which it will be transferred to another student. I am sure that some of the e‐readers will be shared more
frequently among students who live in close proximity.

A high school scholarship student in Sonsonate learns
how to use an e‐reader.

On my last visit to El Salvador in December 2013 I had a chance to interview a few of the students who had been using the “readers”.
The students told me that they mostly read classical literature and self‐help books. Most of the students are using the “readers” 3
hours a week. I will conduct a more intensive survey of e‐reader use when I return to El Salvador in November 2014.
We know that in the developing countries cell phones have greatly reduced the need to construct land lines. I think that the same
can be said for the e‐reader in that the need for libraries will be reduced. If funds should every become available libraries should be
built in schools.

Scholarship students in San Pedro Nonualco seeing an
e‐reader for the :irst time.

Scholarship students in Sonsonate learning
how to use an e‐reader.

High School scholarship students in
Tepecoyo, Cordillera del Bálsamo.

“...One must not love oneself so much as to avoid getting involved in the risks of life that
history requires of us... By contrast, whoever out of love of God gives oneself to the
service of others will live, like the grain of wheat that dies, but only apparently... Only in
undoing itself does it produce the harvest.”
 Archbishop Oscar Romero
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FEE-FREE DONATIONS!
Project Salvador joined the Community First Foundation,
allowing our donors to make on-line donations, with no
credit card fees attached. 100% of your donation will go
directly to Project Salvador!
Follow these easy steps to donate on-line:
1.

Go to www.givingfirst.org

2.

Enter Project Salvador under Search for a Nonprofit

3.

Look for Project Salvador’s profile and click on the
DONATE button (please indicate which project you
would like to support)

~~~~~~~~~~~~ Mil Gracias! ~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We would like to give a big thank you to the Fairbanks Host Lions Club for
donating two e‐readers to the scholarship program, and for also donating
hundreds of e‐books that were uploaded on them! The e‐readers were
brought to El Salvador in February and were delivered to two of our in‐
country scholarship coordinators.
******************************************************************************

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED:

DONATE:
✴ Make a one-time donation to cover mailing costs of this newsletter. ($10 suggested).
✴ Make a one-time / monthly donation to Project Salvador.
✴ Become a Proyecto Los Niños monthly donor @ $25/month.
✴ Make a one-time / monthly donation to a specific Project Salvador project:
•

✴
✴
✴
✴

Microlending, Scholarships, Center for Arts and Peace, PICO community
organizing, CIJUVEN, or the Fr. Dean Brackley, S.J. Scholarship Fund

Donate new or used laptops for university scholarship recipients.
Donate $125 to cover the cost of an E-reader to allow students access to reading
materials in areas with no libraries.
Donate your car that we can sell to raise funds.
Include Project Salvador in your will.
You can donate fee-free on-line at www.givingfirst.org and 100% of your donation will go
to Project Salvador.
OR
Checks can be made payable to Project Salvador and mailed to Project Salvador, PO Box
300105, Denver, CO 80203-0105.

HOST A SPEAKER:
✴ Project Salvador is happy to speak to your group about our projects, life in El
Salvador, and related topics.

