
The Mission of Project Salvador is to support the people of El Salvador in implementing their own vision of 
justice. We express our solidarity and deepen our relationship with El Salvador by creating awareness in the 
United States of the plight of the marginalized in Central America and by supporting grassroots community 

development through funding of projects in El Salvador and marketing of fair trade crafts in the United States.

were numerous brightly colored 
products including purses, wallets, baby 
booties, and much more-- the colors 
were so vibrant that I knew I would 
only see this kind of creation in Latin 
America!  We sat down together for a 
“reunion” (meeting) and before 
departing I purchased a couple of 
sample products to take back to the 
United States and add to our inventory 
in Denver.  I also discussed new product 
ideas with the co-op and before I knew 
it, it was time to get back on the road 
and have yet another exciting journey to 
see more artisan co-ops in the rural 
“heartland” of El Salvador!”
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A Visit to the Teocinte Artisan Group in El Salvador

Our Crafts Director, Christina Redwine, visited the artisan co-ops supported by People of Hope Crafts during the 
month of February to give support and gain insight into the reality of the conditions under which they are continuing to 
produce wonderful handcrafts.  The following is an excerpt from her visit to the group of Teocinte that makes many of 
our hand-woven products:

“The craft coordinators from El Salvador and I were driving down a bumpy dirt road.  We were already an hour from 
the last paved road and it had been a while since I last remembered seeing any building structures.  About ten minutes 
down this road we began to see homes scattered on each side of the path.  After passing about five homes, I noted that 
we were the only motorized vehicle in sight.  I anticipated seeing the town “center” soon where there would be 
numerous family homes and vehicles.

We quickly pulled into a dead-end and parked by a charming church.  The coordinators then informed me that we had 
arrived in Teocinte.  Hopping out of the pick-up I expected to continue on the dirt road to our destination, but the 
coordinators called to me to follow them.  I was led through the hillside on a rocky, steep trail.  After hiking a few 
meters, I noticed numerous dwellings sprawled along the trail.  One of the coordinator’s had family from the village, 
and many locals greeted us along the way.  A Teocinte artisan approached us and showed us to the co-op’s workshop – 
well built, the workshop was perched on the top of the hillside.  When we entered, we were welcomed with a hug and 
kiss on the cheek.  They brought us into one of their work rooms and opened an armoire style cabinet.  Inside there 



Some Upcoming Craft Sales:

11/8: Denver Justice & Peace Awards
Sat.: 7-9pm
First Mennonite Fellowship Hall
430 W 9th Ave, Denver 80204

11/23: 1030 Catholic Community
Sun: between mass times, 8am-11pm
1100 Fillmore, Denver 

11/23: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Sun: between church services, 9am-11am
3700 Baseline Road, Boulder

11/29-11/30: Most Precious Blood
Sat. and Sun: around mass times
S Colorado Blvd. & E Iliff Ave.

11/30: Advent Lutheran
Sun: Sale and Presentation at 9:15am
7979 Meade St., Westminster CO 

12/1-12/3: YMCA of Lakewood
Mon.-Wed.: 8am-12pm
5181 W Kenyon Ave, Denver CO 80236

12/14: Eastlake, Sun: 10am
12630 2nd St., Eastlake, 80614

Can’t find a sale near you.. call our office
for other sales: (303) 964-3488

Your Donation Dollars At Work in El Salvador:
An update on projects funded by Project Salvador

By Joanne Doyle, Board Member
Board members, Tony Gasbarro and Patty Lawless, spent several weeks this year 
visiting with many communities in El Salvador to oversee and get updated information 
on a number of the projects that we are funding through our annual funding efforts.  
Here is a summary of their findings:

Scholarship high school students from San Pedro Nonualco

Scholarship Program-- We are 
currently supporting ~280 students (2/3 
girls, 1/3 boys) with scholarship aid!  
These students range from pre-kinder 
through the university level, with the 
majority in high school.  Tony attended 
the two regional scholarship meetings 
and met with some students directly in 
some of the remote communities.  He 
also made a point of visiting five of the 
university students who are living and 
studying in the capital in San Salvador.  
About 25 high school students and one 
university student will graduate from 
the program this year.  Each of the 
University students has received a 
donated laptop; this gives them the 
advantage of working more efficiently 
from their home base.
If you have a laptop (new or gently used) that you would like to donate to one of our rising University students or to obtain 
more information about supporting a scholarship student, please contact Tony at tonygasbarro@yahoo.com

Education Para La Paz –This is one of a number of growing programs which is offered through the Center for Arts and Peace 
in Suchitoto.  The Center has a goal of nurturing a “Culture of Peace” and sees education as one of the most critical agents for 
social change.  A specific project initiated this year is called DISCIPLINA CON AMOR (Discipline with Love) and is directed 
at working with teachers in a pilot program that will be adopted by the Ministry of Education and replicated in other zones of 
the country.  The goal of the training is to offer theory and practice in finding creative and alternative ways of disciplining 
children rather than resorting to violence.  Through this training teachers are learning how to better handle youth in the schools.  

Be a Hero to People of Hope Crafts During 
These Challenging Economic Times

~Give a Gift that Gives Twice!  Let your dollars work for justice this 
holiday season by buying our crafts!

~Share our new catalog with family and friends ☺

~Host a “Mercado” at a school or with a small gathering of family and 
friends. 

~Volunteer to help at an upcoming craft sale.  Call (303) 964-3488.  We 
still need volunteers in Denver on 11/8, and in Lakewood and Arvada on 
12/7.

~Provide us with a rent-free or low-cost-rent space for our craft program 
(currently we spend $700 per month for ~1000 sq.ft.).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



Parent education programs are also part of the program which aids them in applying some of the same methods in the home.   
The training sessions are taught by a Professor and psychologist, Margarit O’Farrill, along with an assistant.  Graduation from 
this program for participating teachers was scheduled to take place on September 13th of this year. 
Project Salvador is committed to financially supporting the continued growth of the Center for Arts and Peace over the next 
several years.  Donations are always welcome to help with this amazing center.
Proyecto Los Ninos – The Sisters at the 
convent in Plan de Pino continue to run a 
successful food and nutrition program 
based there.   Its main objective is to 
provide for older people and poor families 
needing food and medical care.  The 
program gives assistance to approximately 
180 people between the ages of 55 and 95 
as well as about 60 young children.  Tony 
observed a doctor giving a presentation to 
the health promoters and parents about the 
importance of providing more nutritious 
foods in their daily diet.  The presentation 
was followed up by the distribution of food 
packets.  At the time, however, the food 
packets did not include beans because of 
their high cost.  As a sign of the times, the 
cost of living in El Salvador has also risen 
substantially in the past year or so due to 
the soaring costs of fuel, increased demand 
for basic grains and the conversion of corn 
crops to ethanol. The poor in El Salvador 
simply cannot afford to keep their families

Medical doctor lecturing to parents and health promoters 
about the nutritive value of various fruits and vegetables

Woman who received a micro-loan to 
diversify product line in a small store

fed and clothed on even a minimal basis as a result of these price increases.  For example, between February 2007 and March 
2008 the cost of beans has risen 88 percent.  Corn now costs 40 percent more and bread and tortillas have risen by 25 percent.  
According to the Salvadoran government, approximately 1.5 million people are living at the poverty level and 670,000 live in 
extreme poverty.   Thus, our efforts to provide staples to these families through our nutrition program are of vital importance in 
keeping a basic level of existence intact.

Microlending Projects--  Currently, we have microlending projects active in 12 communities. We are so pleased with the 
success of the microlending projects that we have decided to raise the funds necessary to add five more communities who have 
requested participation (donations to support this commitment are of course welcome).  In each community, an fund of $500 to 

$1000 is managed by a Women’s Committee who oversees 
loans of $50 to $100 to women of the community.  Tony 
and Patty have both visited the microlending projects at 
separate times this year.  Tony was impressed by the 
organization of many of the small enterprises resulting 
from micro-loans and Patty was impressed by the 
significant support that the work of the Women’s 
Committee receives in each community.  Along with the 
obvious financial incentives, the micro-lending program is 
developing organizational and business skills to provide 
social infrastructure in the small communities where these 
programs are based.   The training that has taken place so 
far to help these businesses prosper is to be commended.  
The women continue to become more independent as a 
result of their small businesses and now can also provide 
some financial support to their husbands.  Single moms in 
particular are able to provide better for their children.  



New Craft Catalog Enclosed!!!

Project Salvador Board & Staff :
Board of Directors: Mary Alice Bramming (Board 
President), Kathy Ramirez-Aguilar (Secretary), Tony 
Gasbarro, Patricia Lawless, Joanne Doyle, Tony 
Avelar, Evaristo Ramirez-Aguilar, David Quarles
U.S. Staff:Christina Redwine (Crafts Coordinator), 
Patricia Lawless (Project Coordinator-volunteer); 
Lori McLaren (Bookkeeper)
Support People: Jack & Susan Corrigan & Margie 
Schliemann, Craft Volunteers; Shirley & Roger 
Gudenkauf, newsletter mailing; Sarah Geduldig, 
intern

Project Salvador Mailing Address: 
PO Box 300105, Denver CO 80203- 0105 
E-Mail: luchando@juno.com
Website: www.projectsalvador.org 

People of Hope Crafts Mailing Address:
PO Box 1505, Westminster, CO 80036
E-Mail: peopleofhopecrafts@projectsalvador.org 
Website: www.peopleofhopecrafts.org 

OFFICE/SHOWROOM LOCATION:
Plaza Professional Bldg
7280 Irving St. Suite B-204
Westminster, CO 80030
Tel: 303-964-3488   Fax: 303-455-0504
Email: peopleofhopecrafts@projectsalvador.org 
Website: www.peopleofhopecrafts.org 
****Please make an appointment to visit.****

~~~~~New Faces at Project Salvador~~~~~
We are pleased to announce that Lori McLaren joined our team in April.  
She is the Bookkeeper for Project Salvador Crafts, Inc.  Lori has brought 
great enthusiasm, knowledge of accounting, and much dedication to the 
job.  Welcome Lori and thanks for all your work and efforts!
 

We also welcome Sarah Geduldig!  She is a student at Denver 
University and has accepted the Intern position at People of Hope Crafts.   
She is currently studying International Business.  We are excited to have 
you aboard, Sarah!  

*******************************************************************
I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT THE WORK OF PROJECT SALVADOR:
______One time donation to cover mailing costs of this newsletter. ($10 suggested) 
______Please send me information about People of Hope Crafts.
______I would like to be a volunteer at the Denver office. 
______We would like to arrange for a speaker or video for our church or group. 
______I can make a one-time / monthly donation to Project Salvador 

____$10____$15____$25____$50___$100 
______I can make a one-time / monthly donation to People of Hope Crafts 

____$10____$15____$25____$50___$100 
______I want to be a Proyecto Los Niños monthly donor @ $25/month. Enclosed is

 my 1st donation.
NAME___________________________________________PHONE____________ 
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________ 
CITY_____________________ STATE____________ZIP CODE______________ 

Make checks payable to Project Salvador or People of Hope Crafts. 
Project Salvador / People of Hope Crafts, PO Box 300105, Denver, C0 80203-0105


