The Mission of Project Salvador is to support the people of El Salvador in implementing their own vision of
justice. We express our solidarity and deepen our relationship with El Salvador by creating awareness in the
United States of the plight of the marginalized in Central America and by supporting grassroots community
development through funding of projects in El Salvador and marketing of fair trade crafts in the United States.
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Training Youth Leaders for Peace
By Sister Peggy O’Neil Director, Art Center for Peace and Tony Gasbarro, Board Member
The Art Center for Peace located in Suchitoto, El Salvador has received a $3000 grant from Project Salvador to
prepare youth leaders from the Municipality of Suchitoto. Sixteen young people, eight young women and eight
young men, are undergoing training to learn games of cooperation to build a spirit of caring, communication,
cooperation and noncompetitive play. These leaders are learning skills and games that would focus on the
reinforcement of turn taking and sharing. They are developing a sense of participation, the spirit needed for good
group activity and learning games built around cooperation in a group setting.
After five sessions of talking about cooperation, learning why cooperation as a value is the first step toward living
in harmony and peace, these leaders are now being taught appropriate games that are meant not only to challenge
children physically and develop motor skills but also to develop skills needed to accomplish tasks together. The
focus is on fun. Sometimes too much competition robs us of the friendly atmosphere built around social activities
and keeps some from participating.
Some teachers have been invited to participate so that they can become aware of how these games can stimulate the
physical development of children and be used for physical education but also to see the genuine worth of playing
with others and playing relying on others instead of competing with others.
The goal is to have these 16 people trained to then work with
groups of children and replicate/duplicate not only the games
but also the attitudes of sharing and cooperation. After the
training the 16 leaders will be sent out to the rural
communities to incorporate the skills learned with others.
Schools could participate where teachers were willing to
incorporate the games into the learning sessions. This could
be a feasible way to do physical education combining the
physical exercise and the values of cooperation.
There are more that 40 games already described using just
parachutes, mobiles, ropes and floor carpet squares. Many of
these games have already been tried and proven successful by
schools all over the world attempting to change attitudes
regarding better communication and sharing techniques.

Nutrition and Health Project
By Tony Gasbarro, Board Member
Plan de Pino is a canton on the eastern side of greater San Salvador. It is a forest-covered hilly area with small
neighborhoods of very poor people. Most of the inhabitants of the zone are without work or are underemployed. Many
families in Plan de Pino lack the financial resources to provide an adequate diet for their children and do not have the
means to provide medical and dental care. In this area there are also close to 200 seniors who are without pensions, many
of who have no one to care for him or herself.
The Carmelite Missionary sisters have a convent in the area and have responded to this situation with a Nutrition and
Health Project. Since July 2005 Project Salvador has been the major financial supporter of the project that we call Proyecto
Los Niños or “Children’s Project”. The sisters have asked for more financial assistance and for this reason I as a board
member, representing Project Salvador, visited the project to get a first-hand look.
The project is currently reaching 180 elderly and 59 young children who are desperately poor. It is an integrated program
that offers medical, dental and psychological services, and provides food and medicine. The specific objectives of the
project are to promote community health, provide preventative medicine, and distribute basic food commodities to families
that have malnourished children. Proyecto Los Niños is an example of a community-based health care program that is
both preventative and curative.

The project builds upon a network of nine, trained parish-based volunteer health promoters who regularly visit the families
of Plan de Pino that are in need of help. These trained health promoters receive additional monthly training in specific
health care problems such HIV/AIDS, venereal diseases, tuberculosis and nutrition.
The Carmelite Sisters have a community center where weekly health clinics are held on Saturdays. Every other Saturday
families with malnourished children are encouraged to visit the clinic. The remaining two Saturdays are devoted to
providing assistance to the 180 seniors in the program. At the clinic both the children and the seniors have access to a
medical doctor, a psychologist and a dentist. Those needing food are given small bags of rice, beans, corn, wheat flour,
sugar and some cooking oil. Each month personnel at the clinic distribute about 6000 pounds of food commodities along
with medicine, clothing and shoes. On the last Saturday of every month both the seniors and family members are invited
to attend an hour-long talk on a preventative medicine topic.
Proyecto Los Niños is Project Salvador’s alternative to the traditional “sponsor a child” project. Donors commit to
sending $25 each month to provide long-term, secured funding for this project. In light of increased costs of food and
medicine we need additional sponsors. The money you pledge does not go to an individual child but to the communitybased health care program. Please consider using the “coupon” on the back page of this newsletter to become a Proyecto
Los Niños supporter. You can send us $25 per month, $150 every 6 months or make an annual payment of $300.

In closing I would like to tell you that my visit to the clinic occurred during the time the families with malnourished children
came for their food and medical examination. I was very moved at the sight of little toddlers standing in line or in their
mother’s arms. These are innocent children who began their lives in poverty through no fault of their own. They don’t
realize the nature of their situation. Let’s hope that by the time they reach the age when they become conscious of their
poverty that their situation will have improved to a point where they can be optimistic about their future.
As I think about all this I am reminded of the poem by Salvadoran poet Alfredo Espino who understood the plight of the
poor although he only lived for 28 years.
The Pale Young Girl (La Muchachita Pálida)
That pale young girl who spent her days
begging from table to table
was found at the break of day on the threshold
with little hands rigid and her heart silenced.
No one knows who she was or whence she came.
She had a grimace of disillusion.
There was a bitter mark of melancholy
permanently stamped in the deep dark rings around her eyes.
Hunger left its signs in her flesh.
The clouds watched her. The heavenly bodies understood.
The heavens glittered with stars in the silence of the suburb.
No one knows who the pale young girl was.
Meanwhile in the night, the sad and hot night,
The troubled stream continues to carry along the bright stars.
Alfredo Espino (1900-1928)
(Translated by Tony Gasbarro)

The Success of Holiday Craft Sales

Summer 2008 Delegation

Come learn about Project Salvador in El Salvador.
Join us for 12 days of visiting communities &
projects, and sharing in the daily life of the
Salvadoran people. Satisfaction guaranteed! July
2008, exact dates to be determined. Cost: $500,
plus airfare. Interested? Contact Patty Lawless,
720-297-7091, luchando@juno.com.

Christina Redwine, Craft Coordinator
This year is off to a running start in the amount of hand-crafted treasures sold to
support our partner artisan groups. Customers consistently comment on the fine
craftsmanship, and some speak of articles they have purchased and continue to
appreciate from years past. Artisan groups such as San Martin, an all-women’s co-op
that creates beautiful angel and dove cards by using recycled office paper; Shicali, a
group composed entirely of Salvadorans with disabilities; and Papaturro, a small
women’s collective who make the majority of our necklaces and jewelry are all grateful
for your support!
Half way through the busy holiday season, we have high hopes for a banner year. We
are planning to place another order in January so that we can sell items throughout the
summer as well. Craft sale planning always seems to start earlier than later so if you
have any ideas for new craft sales, retail shops, summer camps, or online locations to
sell the artisan’s treasures, please let us know! We are looking forward to increasing
sales, thus increasing our support of the artisans!
THANK YOU…
We want to take a moment to thank all of the volunteers who have given their time in
the office during the busy weeks of packing for sales, manning craft sales, picking up
crafts from the office and donating items to the program. Furthermore thank you to all
of the churches, house-party hosts and various community hosts that have invited us to
do a craft sale at their location. Without you Project Salvador would be unable to
support the artisans to the extent that the organization has this season, un abrazo
grande a todos (a big hug to all of you)!

Project Salvador Board & Staff :
Board of Directors:
Mary Alice Bramming (Board President), Kathy Ramirez-Aguilar
(Secretary), Tony Gasbarro, Patricia Lawless, Joanne Doyle, Tony
Avelar, Evaristo Ramirez-Aguilar, Alyssa Lasseter (Treasurer), David
Quarles & Bruce Thumm.
U.S. Staff:
Christina Redwine (Crafts Coordinator), Patricia Lawless (Project
Coordinator-volunteer).
Support People: Jack & Susan Corrigan & Margie Schliemann,
Craft Volunteers; Shirley & Roger Gudenkauf, newsletter mailing
Project Salvador Mailing Address:
PO Box 300105
Denver CO 80203- 0105
E-Mail: luchando@juno.com
Website: www.projectsalvador.org
People of Hope Crafts Mailing Address:
PO Box 1505
Westminster, CO 80036
E-Mail: peopleofhopecrafts@projectsalvador.org
Website: www.peopleofhopecrafts.org

............Mil Gracias.............

Our many thanks to all the people who have helped us
so much during the holiday sales season: Margie
Schliemann and Susan and Jack Corrigan who helped
pack for sales in our office during the last couple of
months, church volunteers, Board Members and all
other volunteers who gave their time staffing craft
sales, craft sale coordinators, and churches and other
venues who housed craft sales.
We could not support the artisans to the extent that we
did this season without all of you, Mil Gracias!
OFFICE/SHOWROOM LOCATION:
Plaza Professional Bldg,
7280 Irving St., Suite B-204,
Westminster, CO 80030
Tel: 303-964-3488 Fax: 303-455-0504
Email: peopleofhopecrafts@projectsalvador.org
Website: www.peopleofhopecrafts.org
****Please make an appointment to visit.****

**************************************************************************************
I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT THE WORK OF PROJECT SALVADOR:
______One time donation to cover mailing costs of this newsletter. ($10.00 donation suggested)
______Please send me information about People of Hope Crafts.
______I would like to be a volunteer at the Denver office.
______We would like to arrange for a speaker or video for our church or community gathering.
______I can make a one-time / monthly donation to Project Salvador
____$10____$15____$25____$50___$100
______I can make a one-time / monthly donation to People of Hope Crafts
____$10____$15____$25____$50___$100
______I want to be a Proyecto Los Niños monthly donor @ $25/month. Enclosed is my first donation.
NAME______________________________________________________PHONE_____________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________ CITY__________________
STATE____________________ZIP CODE_________________
Make checks payable to Project Salvador or People of Hope Crafts.
Project Salvador / People of Hope Crafts
PO Box 300105
Denver, C0 80203-0105

